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January 17, 2012

Dear Parents and/or Guardians,

As we embark on the second school year with our new District-Wide Attendance Policy we wanted to take some time to thank each and every one of you for your support and cooperation. Over the past year and a half, we have solidified our attendance policy and believe it supports not only student learning but family engagement. 
During this time, we have worked on improving our consistency in the implementation of the policy and understanding concerns that parents have expressed. We have designed a series of attendance codes that are used in all six schools and they are as follows:
AD (Absent Documented) - We have received medical or legal documentation of the absence.
AN (Absent Notified) - A parent/guardian has notified us of the absence via phone, email or note. (Note to high school parents- In the case of extended vacation time, when school is in session, these absences count towards marking quarter limitations, even when we have been notified.)
AB (Absent Bereavement) – Death in the family and parents notified the school.
AT (Absent Truant) - We have received no notification or documentation of the absence. (Note to high school parents-work may not be made up for credit.)
We have met great success since the implementation of this new policy. The number of student absences, tardies and dismissals has declined significantly across all schools. In addition, there is more accountability for all involved.  We continue to encourage feedback as with anything we do at the District-Wide level. 
Again, thank you for your support and cooperation as we continue to find new ways of strengthening the relationship between families and our schools. 

Yours in Education,

Scott G. Baker

Principal

