A few tips to get a head start at home:
1. Surround your child with reading materials. There’s no better gift (to give or

        receive) than a new book or children’s magazine subscription. 

· Begin reading to your child during infancy.



Board books have simple, colorful pictures and encourage language. It is a 

                  wonderful way to bond with your infant/toddler. It’s also a fun way to teach

                your child about letters, numbers, days of the week, months of the year, 

                seasons, and the world around him.

· Nursery Rhymes are fun ways to play with language. Preschoolers love nursery rhymes and the pictures that accompany them. My favorite nursery rhyme book is Mary Engelbreit’s Mother Goose: One Hundred Best Loved Verses.
· Relate books read to your child and his/her family life. 



Talk with your child about characters, and events. Discuss pictures, new

                words, themes, and make predictions. This will also increase your child’s

                vocabulary and language skills. Playing with language is also a great way to

                prepare your child for reading (ie. making up silly songs, rhyming).
· Read to/with your child throughout the school years.



  As the reading process becomes more complex, your child may

                  enjoy/benefit from discussing material being read, whether it’s a school 

                  assignment or a pleasure book. 
2. Our public library also has a wonderful selection of books for all ages, and 

       programming for pre-schoolers and school age children. 

3. September is library card sign up month. Get your library card today.

